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SUBJECT: U.S.-JAPAN ANNUAL CONSULTATIONS ON LATIN AMERICA 

REF: STATE 212939 

1 . GOJ DOES NOT HAVE A BILATERAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM IN EFFECT 
WITH THE GODR. JAPAN DOES, HOWEVER, ENJOY A LARGE SURPLUS IN ITS 
TRADE WITH THIS COUNTRY. JAPANESE EXPORTS TO THE DR IN 1977 WERE 
VALUED AT ABOUT $68 MILLION WITH DOMINICAN EXPORTS TO JAPAN LESS 
THAN $4 MILLION. SOME DOMINICAN OFFICIALS ARE KEENLY AWARE OF THIS 
TRADE IMBALANCE, AS WELL AS THE RECENT USG PRESSURES TO HAVE 
JAPAN REDUCE ITS SURPLUS POSITION WITH THE U.S. THESE OFFICIALS 
WOULD LIKE TO SEE JAPAN PUT SOME OF THAT SURPLUS IN THE DR, ON 
EITHER A BILATERAL OR MULTILATERAL BASIS. 

2. THE SUBJECT MEETING SHOULD PRESENT AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE USG 
TO ENCOURAGE JAPANESE FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION IN THE CARIBBEAN 
GROUP FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION. WITH FUNDS EARMARKED FOR THE DR IF 
THIS IS APPROPRIATE. 
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